The Long Range Metropolitan Transportation Plan for the Monterey Bay Area

How will people and goods move throughout
the Monterey Bay Area from 2010 to 2035?
The following document sets forth the plan to
improve regional mobility by 2035.

Monterey Bay Area
Mobility 2035
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“To seek the timeless
way we must first
know the quality
without a name.
There is a central
quality which is the
root criterion of life
and spirit in a man,
a town, a building,
or a wilderness. This
quality is objective
and precise, but it
cannot be named.”

- Christopher
Alexander



Federal regulations require the
Association of Monterey Bay Area
Governments (AMBAG) to develop
a long range transportation plan
for the three-county Monterey Bay
metropolitan region that is both
financially constrained and falls
under the on-road motor vehicle
emissions budget included in the
Federal Air Quality Maintenance Plan.
The AMBAG region is currently in
conformity for its vehicle emissions
budget.

The 2010 Monterey Bay Area
Metropolitan Transportation Plan
(MTP) includes a section entitled
Financing the Plan. This chapter
demonstrates how the programs
and projects in this plan can be
implemented with resources that
can be reasonably be expected
to be made available, both public
and private, to pay for the planned
improvements through 2035.

Because new state legislation, SB
375, calls for MPOs to prepare a
Sustainable Communities Strategy
(SCS) to be used to synchronize and
coordinate both the metropolitan
transportation planning process and
the regional housing needs allocation
process, AMBAG is treating this 2010
update of the MTP as a minor update,
with a significantly revised MTP in
2012.

Since the metropolitan area covered
by this plan is also a designated

Executive Summary

attainment area for the federal one-
hour ozone standard under the
Federal Clean Air Act Amendments
(CAAA) of 1990, AMBAG is exempt
from a conformity analysis at this
time.

AMBAG completes forecasts
of population growth to guide
planned and programmed capacity-
increasing projects, which are then
incorporated into the regional travel
demand model. When run, the travel
demand model provides anticipated
vehicle miles of travel (VMT) for the
region. This VMT is then converted
into air quality pollutant emissions
associated with on-road vehicle use.
These anticipated pollutant emissions
are included in the region’s air quality
plans.

Programs and projects listed in
this plan serve the stated goals
and objectives, as well as meet
the transportation needs and
deficiencies, Programs and projects
are first proposed and adopted in the
respective Regional Transportation
Plans (RTPs) of the three Monterey
Bay Area counties: Monterey, San
Benito and Santa Cruz. The project
lists from each RTP are incorporated,
in their entirety, into the MTP. The
project lists provide all funded
(constrained)projects and potential
projects  (unconstrained) should
funding become available, from 2010
to 2035.

The format of this document is as
follows:

« The Monterey Bay
Transportation Vision for
2035

+ Regional Transportation
Trends

Existing Conditions
+ Policy Element

« Transportation System
Operation & Management

Financing the Plan

+ System Monitoring and
Benchmarks

Air Quality Conformity
« Mitigation Banking
«  APPENDICES

Once included in the approved,
financially-constrained MTP, programs
and projects become eligible
for inclusion in the Metropolitan
TransportationImprovementProgram
(MTIP  -- also known as Federal
TransportationImprovementProgram
-- a separate document) which
identifies funding and schedules
all regional projects by fiscal year
over a minimum four-year period.
To secure federal transportation
funding, projects must be included in
an approved Federal Transportation
Improvement Program.



“The point of cities is
multiplicity of choice.”
- Jane Jacobs



The Monterey Bay Area
Transportation Vision

Increased Regional Mobility in 2035

The 2010 MTP addresses a transportation plan to 2035. Within this 25 year period, the projects and programmatic
changes listed in the following pages will increase the overall mobility, safety, and security of people and goods within

the region.

for 2035

In 2035, the region’s population will be both greater and older than it is today. Our challenge is to improve mobility for
that changing population over the next 25 years.

Geography

The Monterey Bay metropolitan
region consists of the Pajaro and
Salinas River Valleys and adjacent
coastal lowland and mountains
surrounding and extending southerly
from the Monterey Bay on the Central
California coast. The total land area
of the three-county (Monterey, San
Benito and Santa Cruz) region is 5,157
square miles, or approximately 3.3
million acres.

The region’s spectacular coastal
sea bluffs, dunes, and river valleys,
encircled by the Santa Cruz, Gabilan
and Santa Lucia mountain ranges,
with the Diablo range to the east,
look out over the Monterey Bay. Most
of the region is mountainous, with
elevations reaching 5,862 ft. above
sea level at Junipero Serra Peak in the
Los Padres National Forest.

The region is among the world’s
most renowned for scenic beauty.
Additionally, the Monterey Bay has
been designated a national marine
sanctuary while the Pajaro and Salinas
River valleys contain a large share
of the most fertile and productive
agricultural soils in the nation.

Shared Regional
Goals

The 2010 MTP seeks to achieve a
coordinated and balanced regional
transportation system, which includes
mass transportation, highway,
railroad, bicycle, pedestrian, goods
movement, and aviation facilities and
services.

In addition to a balanced and
coordinated system, the regional
goals seek to:

+ Support Economic Vitality
of the Monterey Bay
Area, by enabling global
competitiveness, productivity
and efficiency

+ Increase the Accessibility and
Mobility of People and Goods

+ Protect the Environment,
Promote Energy
Conservation, Improve
the Quality of Life, and
Promote Consistency
between Transportation
Improvements and State
and Local Planned Growth
and Economic Development
Patterns

- Enhance the Modal

Figure 1. The Monterey Bay Area

PET Tk,

Integration and Connectivity
of the Transportation System
for People and Goods

« Promote Efficient System
Management and Operation

« Preserve the Existing System

+ Increase the Safety of the
Transportation System
for Motorized and Non-
motorized Users, and

+ Increase the Security of
the Transportation System
for Motorized and Non-
motorized Users
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The regional goals are discussed
in more detail in the Policy Element
chapter.

A Sustainable Communities
Strategy

Under SB 375 (Steinberg), each of
the state’s eighteen Metropolitan
Planning Organizations is required to
prepare a Sustainable Communities
Strategy (SCS) that identifies the land
use, transportation and other policies
that will reduce Greenhouse Gas
emissions from cars and light trucks.
Because the AMBAG region will not
receive an emissions target until well
after the adoption of the current
2010 MTP, AMBAG, with its regional
transportation planning partners, will
update the MTP in 2012 with an SCS.

AMBAG is currently involved in a
Blueprint planning process to identify
a preferred growth scenario for 2035.
This preferred growth scenario will
be the foundation for determining a
Sustainable  Community Strategy
(SCS) that will comply with the
California  Air  Resources Board
emission targets for the automobiles
and light trucks sector for 2020 and
2035, respectively. These targets
are expected to be available by
September 30, 2010.

AMBAG is continuing participation
in the MPO/ARB Working Group for
SB375 Target Setting, and continues
to pursue communication and
collaboration with all agencies in
the region in preparation for the
development of the sustainable
communities strategy. The 2012 SCS
will be adopted at the same time as
the 2012 MTP.

As part of the Blueprint planning
process, a Regional Blueprint
Policy Group was created and has
been meeting regularly to create
the criteria for a preferred growth
scenario. This group is comprised of
planning directors and staff from the
21 jurisdictions, two LAFCOs and the
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Monterey Bay Unified Air Pollution
Control  District (MBUAPD). The
Monterey Bay Public Participation
Plan requires involvement of the
public in the determination of a
preferred growth scenario, and as
such the Blueprint Public Outreach
and Involvement will occur during
the spring, summer and fall of 2010.

The SCS will be created pursuant to
the laws set forth in the California
Government Code 65080 and SB375.

Complying
with California

Government Code
65080
Common  regional needs are

derived from the regional unmet
transportation needs as described in
the Existing Conditions chapter.

The short-range transportation goals,
objectives and policy statements are
listed in the MTIP.

The long-range  transportation
goals and strategies are listed in
the Transportation Investments &
System Improvements chapter. The
subsequent objective and policy
statements are consistent with the
funding estimates as described in the
Financing the Plan chapter.

The action element describing all the
necessary programs and actions to
implement this 25-year plan are found
in the Financing the Plan chapter. The
action element considers congestion
Mmanagement programming activities
within the Monterey Bay Area.

The Financing the Plan chapter
contains a summary of the cost of
plan implementation constrained
by current and future available
revenues. This section also contains
recommendations for allocations
of funds. The first five years of the
financial element are pursuant to
Section 14524.

The project cost breakdown for all
projects during the 25-years of the
plan are listed in Appendix D. The
distribution of costs by type (State
highway expansion; State highway
rehabilitation; maintenance, and
operations; Local road and street
expansion; Local road and street
rehabilitation, maintenance, and
operation; Mass transit, commuter
rail, and intercity rail expansion; Mass
transit, commuter rail, and intercity
rail  rehabilitation,  maintenance,

and operations; Pedestrian and
bicycle facilities;  Environmental
enhancements and  mitigation;

Research and planning; and Other
categories) is found in the chapter
Financing the Plan.

As defined in Section 65080.01, cities
and counties with resource areas or
farmland are considered for financial
incentives. Financial assistance for
addressing  countywide  service
responsibilities that contribute to
greenhouse gas emission reduction
targets is also considered for counties
who implement policies for growth to
occur within their cities.

The 2010 MTP is consistent with
federal planning and programming
requirements and conforms to
the 2007 Regional Transportation
Plan Guidelines, as adopted by
the California Transportation
Commission.

Prior to the adoption of the final 2010
MTP a public hearing was noticed by
publication and held with all three
counties.

Complying with US
Title 23 § 134

The 2010 MTP also seeks to
encourage and promote the safe and
efficient management, operation,
and development of surface
transportation systems that will serve
the mobility needs of people and
freight and foster economic growth
and development both within the



AMBAG region and within the State
and other urbanized areas, while
minimizing transportation related fuel
consumption and air pollution. The
2010 MTP also seeks to encourage
the continued improvement and
evolution of the metropolitan
transportation planning processes by
AMBAG, Caltrans, and public transit
operators. A detailed listing of goals
and policies can be found in the Policy
Element chapter.

The 2010 MTP provides for the
development and integrated
management and operation of
transportation systems and facilities,
including  accessible  pedestrian
walkways and bicycle transportation
facilities, that function as an
intermodal transportation system
for the Monterey Bay Area and as
an integral part of an intermodal
transportation system for California
and the United States as a whole.

The AMBAG region includes all three
counties, including areas within those
counties that are expected to be
urbanized within a 25-year forecast.

Required Elements

Identification of
Transportation Facilities

The 2010 MTP includes an
identification ~ of  transportation
facilities in the Existing Conditions
chapter.  This  includes  major
roadways, transit, multimodal and
intermodal facilities and intermodal
connectors, that all function as part
of the integrated Monterey Bay
Area transportation system. Special
attention has been paid to facilities of
regional and national importance.

Mitigation Activities

Environmental mitigation activities
and potential “mitigation banks” are
discussed in the Mitigation Banking

chapter. This discussion has been
developed in consultation with
Federal, State, and land management
and regulatory agencies.

Financial Plan

The chapter entitled Financing the Plan
contains the financial plan for the 25-
year MTP. This chapter demonstrates
how the plan can be implemented
with reasonably expected funds, and
provides estimates of those funds.
The appendix lists both the financially
constrained and  unconstrained
projects. The unconstrained project
list contains those projects that would
be included in the plan if funds are
identified.

Operational & Management
Strategies

The chapter titled Transportation
System Operation & Management

details how to improve the
performance of existing
transportation facilities via
operational  and management

strategies. These strategies will seek
to relieve vehicular congestion while
maximizing the safety and mobility of
people and goods.

Capital Investment & Other
Strategies

The capital investments and other
strategies to preserve the current and
planned transportation system are
listed in the Policy Element chapter.
These investments provide for
multimodal capacity increases based
on the regional goals and priorities
(listed in that same chapter) and the
regional needs listed in the Existing
Conditions chapter.

Transit & Transportation
Enhancement Activities

Transit and transportation
enhancement activities are included

in this document as the 2010 MTP
projects.

The transit and transportation
enhancement activities, as they
pertain to Intelligent Transportation
Systems, are listed in the Existing
Conditions chapter under the ITS
section.

Development of the 2010
MTP

The development of the 2010 MTP
provides a consideration of all modes
of transportation and has been
developed through a continuing,
cooperative, and comprehensive
process, to an appropriate degree,
and is based on the complexity of the
transportation problems.

Because AMBAG only serves as the
MPO and not as a Transportation
Management Agency (TMA)
for the region, the 2010 MTP is
supplemented by the three 2010 RTP
plans prepared by San Benito Council
of Governments (SBtCOG), Santa
Cruz County Regional Transportation
Commission  (SCCRTC), and the
Transportation Agency for Monterey
County (TAMC). All four plans have
been prepared in coordination with
each other.

The 2010 MTP was given more than a
45-day public comment period, from
March 8th to April 23rd, 2010, and
is supported by the 2010 MTP SEIR.
The 2010 MTP SEIR functions as the
environmental review for the plan.

In preparing this plan, State and
local agencies responsible for
land use management, natural
resources, environmental protection,
conservation and historic
preservation were consulted. When
available California  conservation
maps and inventories of natural or
historic resources were compared
with the plan.

In addition, all interested parties
participated in the creation of this

13



plan. Please see the adopted 2008
Monterey Bay Public Participation
Plan for further details on the public
participation outreach. The Monterey
Bay Public Participation Plan was
developed through consultation
with interested parties, and provides
opportunities to comment on the
transportation plan.

Further, the Monterey Bay Area
Coordinated  Public  Transit-Human
Service Transportation Plan (CPTP)
adopted in 2008, serves as the
unified, comprehensive strategy
for public transportation service
delivery. This document identifies the
transportation needs of individuals
with disabilities, older adults and
individuals with limited incomes.
Strategies for meeting the needs for
these segments of the population are
described in the plan. The plan was
prepared in collaboration with TAMC,
SCCRTC, SBtCOG, the Santa Cruz
Metropolitan Transit District (METRO),
Monterey-Salinas Transit (MST), and
Caltrans District 5, in addition to local
transportation providers, community
organizers, human service advocates
and members of the public.

The 2010 MTP is available in electronic
format at www.ambag.org.
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Regional Trends

Population

In 2010 the region’s population is Unincorporated areas account for the With the exception of Hollister,
largely concentrated in urban areas remaining 34%. Please see Appendix Salinas, and San Juan Bautista, urban
consisting of the 18 incorporated H for a detailed listing of the region’s development in the Monterey Bay
cities, currently accounting for 66% forecasted population. metropolitan region primarily occurs
of the total regional population. along the Bay coastal plains and

Figure 2. Urbanized areas are largely concentrated along the coast.
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Figure 3. Most of the region is not densely populated.
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the north to Carmel on the Monterey
Peninsula in the south. The Santa
Cruz, Watsonville, Seaside-Monterey,
and Salinas urbanized areas are
the most densely developed in the
region, with Hollister and the South
Monterey County cities also densely
settled places.

In 2005 there were 740,048 people
in the AMBAG region spread over
an area of 5,157 square miles, giving
the three-county region an average
density of 144 people per square mile.
In 2035 the population is expected to
reach 920,713 and an average density
of 179 people per square mile.
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The largest industries in the region by
revenue and employment are tourism
related, agriculture, education,
military and other public. These
trends are expected to continue
through 2035.

Both Santa Cruz and San Benito
Counties are inextricably linked with,
due to their proximity, the Silicon
Valley electronics and software
industries.

Monterey and Santa Cruz Counties
both are major tourist and recreation
destinations with State Parks and
Beaches, State Historical Parks
and a wealth of other tourist and
recreational attractions which
generate  significant  associated

Benito County, with its Pinnacles
National Monument and State
Historical Park at the San Juan
Bautista Mission, also has important
tourist and recreation destinations.

Housing

In 2005 there were 257,848 housing
units in the region, with an average
household size of 3.1 people. In 2035
there will be an additional 70,029
housing units, bringing the regional
total to 327,877, with an average
household size of 3.0 people.

Forecast

In 2008, AMBAG adopted a forecast
(see Monterey Bay Area 2008 Regional



Figure 4. The eight watersheds in the Monterey Bay Area are increasingly overdrawn.
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Travel Patterns

The commute patterns within the
region are largely auto centric, with
the majority of residents driving
along routes 1, 17, 101, and 68. It is
not uncommon for residents in the
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the cost of gas continues to increase
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to where they work. In addition, due
to a jobs/housing imbalance, travel
between the Monterey Bay Area and
Santa Clara County has increased
overtime.

Overarching Issues

While the MTP concerns long-range
transportation plans thereis a broader
planning context facing all member
jurisdictions. Water shortages, land
use decisions, the current recession,
the state budget imbalance, local
finance challenges and other
challenges, we anticipate but have
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not yet manifested -- all of these
issues call for greater coordination
among local jurisdictions.

Currently, AMBAG is leading a
regional planning study called
Envisioning the Monterey Bay Area.
Funded by Caltrans, this effort,
one of several around the state of
California  generically known as
Blueprint, is concerned with placing
best land use planning and best
transportation planning practices
together, synthesizing these practices
and identifying the policies and
investments that willimprove regional
accessibility, mobility, housing and
employment availability in a time of
shrinking financial resources.
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“The Salinas Valley is in
Northern California. It
is a long narrow swale

between two ranges of

mountains, and the Salinas
River winds and twists up
the center until it falls at
last into Monterey Bay.".

- John Steinbeck



Existing System

The existing Monterey Bay Area transportation system is comprised of bicycle and pedestrian networks, public
transportation systems, roadways, airports and aviation, and goods movement via rail and road. The following discusses
the existing system and unmet needs.

Figure 5. Facilities and infrastructure for all modes combine to create the Monterey Bay
Transportation System.
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Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities

Facilities for non-motorized travel
are mostly developed in the densely
settled areas with flat terrain. Biking
and walking is often a desired mode
choice, but these modes rely on
an adequate network and support
facilities. Even though the Monterey
Bay region has a mild climate there are
considerable amounts of urbanized
flat terrain, non-motorized trip travel
is not common. This is because of
the lack of a suitable network or
its current limits in coverage and
connectivity.

The planning and development of
bicycle and pedestrian facilities is
generally the responsibility of the
cities and counties, facilitated with
guidance from the RTPAs. Caltrans
District 5 also coordinates bike travel
on some State Highways within the
Central Coast.

Due to both safety concerns
and land use patterns, parents
throughout the state are driving their
children to school in ever greater
numbers. According to the Surface
Transportation Policy Project, two-
thirds of the country’s children walked
or biked to school 30 years ago; now,
less than 10% walk. This phenomenon
has led to a sharp increase in short-
distance trips made by car, evidenced
by the traffic surrounding elementary
and secondary schools at the
beginning and end of the school day.
Some estimates indicate that 20-25%
of morning rush-hour traffic on local
roads and streets can be attributed to
school commutes.

Recent study results indicate that
instances of obesity are at an all
time high throughout the nation
and have directed attention to the
benefits of walking and bicycling as
a form of transportation, especially
for short trips. The SCCRTC worked
in conjunction with the United
Way's Go for Health! program to
develop a strategic plan to locally
address the link between walking
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as a transportation mode, routine
physical activity, and obesity in
children. Increasing the number
of children walking and biking to
school regularly is one objective of
the Go for Health! plan. The SCCRTC
has also established a bicycle and
pedestrian hazards reporting system
to document impediments to bicycle
and pedestrian travel.

Pedestrian Facilities

Pedestrian travel is a vital part of
the transportation, economic and
social life of the Monterey Bay Area,
and pedestrian amenities — such
as appropriately sized sidewalks,
crosswalks, curb cuts, landscaping,
and benches — are seen as beneficial
additions which make communities
friendly and livable. Pedestrian
facilities including sidewalks, streets,
and trails are fundamental to the
functioning of Monterey Bay Area
neighborhoods. Cities that promote
walking in all its forms are promoting
healthy neighborhoods.

Walking, even though it is not
considered ascommon transportation
mode, supplements all other
transportation modes - all trips start
and end with walking.

Local jurisdictions are working to
achieve an effective pedestrian
network by constructing
sidewalks and minimizing curb
cuts in conjunction with new and
redeveloped streets, and working
closely with the public to identify
where existing gaps in pedestrian
facilities are. In some areas, local
jurisdictions are implementing traffic
calming projects to slow vehicular
and traffic and create more attractive
pedestrian facilities.

Various local and state programs,
including the State and Federal Clean
Air Acts, and the local Air Quality
Management Plan, call for greater
improvements to pedestrian access

as a means to encourage people to
walk more trips of different distances.
More emphasis is being placed on
walking as a viable, inexpensive, non-
polluting, and healthy way to travel.

Most pedestrian infrastructure is
in the form of sidewalks; however,
there are many significant trails in the
region. Most of these trails are shared
facilities - an example of a shared
facility is the Rossi-Rico greenbelt in
Salinas.

Multipurpose trails are separated
from roadways and are usually shared
by more than one user. Typical users
may include roller bladers, bicyclists,
skateboarders, pedestrians, surreys,
horses, and joggers. Many of these
trails have become overcrowded
during weekends that may serve as a
detriment to the bicycle commuter.

Opportunities for additional shared
use facilities may be present in
the region. For example, Pacific
Gas and Electric (PG&E) owns and
operates pipelines to distribute
and supply natural gas to most
communities in parts of the region
via 12" and 20" pipelines. Many of
these pipelines have 25 to 100-foot
easements that could be utilized
for potential pedestrian and bicycle
paths. Additionally, PG&E has
easements throughout the county
for transmission lines, some of which
have been made intolinear greenbelts
with bicycle and pedestrian paths.

Americans with Disabilities Act

The Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA), passed in 1990, is a
comprehensive  law  prohibiting
discrimination against people with
disabilities. ADA requires access to
public transportation systems for
people with disabilities equal to the
service available to the able-bodied.
Problems commonly associated
with sidewalks and pathways for the
disabled are too many driveway cuts,



lack of curb cuts, sign posts, benches,
and rough and severely cracked
sidewalk surfaces.

Bicycle Travel

A considerable bicycle network exists,
particularly in the urbanized portions
of Santa Cruz County.

Although there is a general lack
of continuity in bike lanes striped
on the region’s state or county
major highway and street network,
progress has been made in planning
and funding bikeway improvements.
TAMC and SCCRTC are developing
a Monterey Bay Sanctuary Trail.
Continued emphasis on improving
bicycle routes that safely connect
employment centers and residential
locations will increase commuter
bicycle use.

SANTA CLARA

Monterey Bay

Bike Lanes in the region are classified
according to the Caltrans Highway
Design Manual, chapter 1000 (2006).
These include:

+ Class | Bikeway. Typically called a
“bike path” or “multi-use path”a
Class | bikeway provides bicycle
travel on a paved right-of-way
completely separated from
any street or highway. Class |
bikeways are not for the exclusive
use of bicyclists, and can be used
by pedestrians, joggers, and
other non-motorized users.

+ Class Il Bikeway. Often referred to
as a“bike lane,"a Class Il bikeway
provides a striped and stenciled
lane for one-way travel on a
street or highway.

+ Class Il Bikeway. Generally
referred to as a“bike route,”a
Class Il bikeway provides for
shared use with pedestrian

STANISLAUS

MERCED

SAN LUIS OBISPO

MADERA

FRESNO

or motor vehicle trafficand is
identified only by signage.

Figure 6. Bike Lane
Classifications
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Figure 7. The existing and proposed bicycle network in the Monterey Bay Area.
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Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail (MBSST) Network

Please refer to the Monterey Bay
Sanctuary Scenic Trail Master Plan
(2008) for a description of the plans
for the MBSST Network. This trail is
proposed to span the Monterey Bay
from Lover’s Point in Pacific Grove to
Wilder Ranch in Santa Cruz.

SCCRTC is in the process of
developing a more detailed plan for
the Santa Cruz County portion of the
trail. Detailed plans for the southern
portion of Monterey County are
in the early stages of the planning
collaboration process.

Figure 8. From the SCCRTC 2010 RTP.
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Figure 9. From the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Master

Plan, 2008.
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The MBSST is planned to be a multi-
use recreation and interpretive
pathway that links existing and newly
established trail segments into a
continuous coastal trail around the
Monterey Bay. In addition to providing
additional bicycle and pedestrian
facilities, interpretive features will
educate users of the trail about the
natural and cultural resources of
the Monterey Bay National Marine
Sanctuary and its environs. The
trail will be located and designed
so visitors can explore and enjoy
the coastal communities of Santa
Cruz and Monterey Counties, while
respecting residential, agricultural
and environmentally sensitive
surroundings along the trail.

The approximately 60-mile coastal
trail corridor provides public access
along Monterey Bay. The trail is
envisioned for pedestrians and
bicyclists, with each trail section
dictated by natural landforms and
features, existing land uses, and
desired destinations. The project will
link existing local trails, bridging the
existing gaps between them. It is
possible that sections of the MBSST
Network may be included in the
California Coastal Trail (CCT), a hiking
trail which will eventually extends the
entire length of the California Coast.

The Sanctuary Scenic Trail Committee
(SSTC) draws its membership from
local, state, and federal jurisdictions
within the trail boundaries, as well as
economic development, recreational,
and conservation  organizations
interested in trail development. The
SSTC works in conjunction with the
Santa Cruz County Sanctuary Inter-
Agency Task Force to craft overall trail
development policy. Coordination
between the above groups, Caltrans,
the Coastal Commission, local
political leaders, TAMC, SCCRTC, and
r